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Course Goals

The goal of this course is to examine the development
of humans from conception to death. The course will
emphasize typical development and the challenges
faced by people of each age group. We will cover basic
scientific findings as well as applications for those
findings, which should enhance the ability of people in
various human services careers to address the needs of
the people with whom they work.

Course Expectations

| expect students to keep up to date on the readings.
The textbook constitutes a significant portion of the
course material. Because of the broad scope of this
field, it is impractical to cover all material in class.
Lectures are intended as supplements to and
elaborations on material covered by the text.

You are strongly encouraged to attend class. Consistent
absences will likely affect your grade in two ways. First,
you are responsible for material covered in the
lectures. If you must miss a lecture, it is your
responsibility to get the lecture notes from another
student in the class. Second, there will be quite a few
group activities & discussions, which constitute a
portion of your grade.

There will be an emphasis on discussion in this course.
Some material that we discuss will be sensitive, &
people will have diverse opinions on these topics.
Please show respect for the other students in the class
& listen to & consider their ideas. However, respectful
disagreement can be helpful to liven up a discussion.

Textbooks

Poole, D., Warren, A., & Nuiiez, N. (2007). The
Story of Human Development. Upper Saddle River, NJ:
Pearson: Prentice Hall.

Guest, A. M. (2007). Taking Sides: Clashing Views in
Lifespan Development. Dubuque, IA: McGraw-Hill.

Exams & Assignments

ExAMS: There will be three exams, consisting of
multiple-choice and short answer/essay questions.
Exams will emphasize material covered in class, but
may cover material from any section of the course (i.e.,
readings, videos, etc.). In order to do well on these
exams, you need to understand the concepts, theories,
terms, controversies, and findings presented in your
textbooks and class. You also must be able to apply this
knowledge. Regular class attendance, good note-
taking, keeping up-to-date on your reading, and
actively participating in the discussions will help you
prepare for the exams.

TAKING SIDES PRESENTATION: You will (individually or in
pairs) present both sides of an issue from the Taking
Sides book. Your presentation should be approximately
20 minutes, to be followed by class discussion. Choose
your topic by September 1*. For details, see WebCT.

RESEARCH PAPER: You will write a research review paper
(6 — 8 typed, double-spaced, pages) on a topic in
lifespan development. The purpose of this assignment
is to give you an opportunity to learn more about an
area of development that is especially interesting to
you. Specifically, it is an opportunity to delve into the
empirical (experimental/ research) literature to further
your understanding of the research being done in your
area of interest. | must approve your topic by October
4™ For details, see WebCT.
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ACTIVE LEARNING PROJECTS: There will be several in-class
group projects, which will be related to the readings
and lecture material. These projects will vary in what
they entail, but will require some group discussion and
a brief write-up of this discussion. These activities will
be graded as "satisfactory" or "unsatisfactory", and
your final in-class activity grade will be based on the
percent of these projects on which you received a
"satisfactory" grade. You will not be able to make up
these assignments.

EXTRA CREDIT!: You can earn up to 10 points by finding
examples of lifespan development in everyday life. If
you see anything in the media (TV, WWW, newspapers,
magazines, comic strips) or in your day-to-day life that
is related to development, you may submit it with a 1-
page write-up summarizing the example and comparing
it to the course material. Each summary is worth up to
5 points.

Grading

3 Exams (100 pts each)
Taking Sides Presentation
Research Paper

Active Learning Projects

300 pts
60 pts
100 pts
40 pts

93 -100%
90-92%
87 -89%%
83 -86%
80-82%
77-79%

73 -76%
70-72%
67 —69%
63 - 66%
60-62%
< 60%

Course Policies

e If you have a serious problem that affects your
performance in class, please contact me ASAP. | can do
much more to help you if you let me know what is
happening before you miss deadlines.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: No sort of academic misconduct
will be tolerated in this course. You are required to be
familiar with the University Student Code on Academic
Dishonesty: (http://dso.nmu.edu/handbook/?part=2 —
section 2.2.3). | expect that the work you submit will
reflect your individual efforts. Students who violate the
policy will receive a zero on the assignment or test, and
in most cases will receive a failing grade in the course.
There will be no provisions for making up or revising
the assignment or test. All incidents of academic
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students.

See the Writing Guidelines link on the Course Notes
page for a more specific description of what constitutes
plagiarism. When in doubt, please ask!

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Late work is strongly discouraged. All
assignments must be turned in by the due date.
Assignments will lose five percentage points for each 24
hours that they are late.

MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS: Exam attendance is mandatory.
Make-up examinations will be given at my discretion,
and will only be allowed in the case of a serious &
unavoidable problem, such as confining illness
(documentation from a professional person required —
e.g., physician, psychologist) or family emergency. You
must contact me before the time of the exam to
schedule a time for the make-up exam. If | am
unavailable, leave a message at my office or on e-mail.

INCOMPLETES: Incompletes will be granted only in rare
cases, and must be requested IN WRITING before the
final exam. Otherwise, if the required coursework is not
completed, your grade will be calculated based on the
work that you have completed. If an incomplete is
granted, you have one year to complete the required
work, as per University policy.

NMU's _NON-DISCRIMINATION _ STATEMENT: Northern
Michigan University does not unlawfully discriminate
on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, height, weight, marital status, familial status,
handicap/disability, sexual orientation, or veteran
status in employment or the provision of services, and
provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford
individuals with disabilities an equal opportunity to
participate in all programs and activities.

Anyone having civil rights inquiries may contact the
Equal Opportunity Office, 502 Cohodas Hall, telephone
number 906-227-2420.

ADA STATEMENT: If you have a need for disability related
accommodations or services, please inform the
Coordinator of Disability Services at Hedgcock room
2001, phone number 906-227-1700. Reasonable and
effective accommodations and services will be provided
to students if requests are made in a timely manner,
with appropriate documentation and in accordance
with federal, state, and university guidelines.
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Course Calendar

Note: Dates are subject to change.

Week‘ Day ‘ Date ‘

—J

Introduction to Human Development

cont’d

Readings & Due Dates
Syllabus
Chapter 1

Heredity and Environment

Prenatal Development and Birth

Chapter 2
Chapter 3

cont’d

Profile of the First Three Years

Chapter 4

Pathways through the First Three Years

cont’d

Chapter 5 + Presentations

Exam #1: Chapters 1-5
Profile of Early Childhood

Chapter 6

Pathways through Early Childhood

cont’d

Chapter 7 + Presentations

Paper topic due

Profile of Middle and Late Childhood

cont’d

Chapter 8

Pathways through Middle and Late Childhood

cont’d

Chapter 9 + Presentations

Profile of Adolescence

cont’d

Chapter 10

Exam #2: Chapters 6-10

Pathways through Adolescence

Chapter 11

cont’d

Profile of Early to Middle Adulthood

Presentations

Chapter 12

cont’d

Pathways through Early to Middle Adulthood

Chapter 13 + Presentations

cont’d

THANKSGIVING — NO CLASS

Profile of Middle to Late Adulthood

cont’d

Chapter 14

Presentations

Pathways through Middle to Late Adulthood
The End of Life

Chapter 15; Paper due
Epilogue

R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T
R
T

Exam #3: Chapters 11-15 + Epilogue




